
WATER WORLD
A collection of tranquil spaces intertwined with a series of water features, 
this Brutalist-style concrete home on Australia’s Hamilton Island is an 
incredible architectural offering in the heart of a tropical paradise
Words and Production MARTINA HUNGLINGER  Photography MADS MOGENSEN

Exterior This house has been designed to fit around, and make the  
most of, its striking island location. Concrete walls and pool areas echo 
the dramatic coastal setting, while open-air spaces and glass walkways 
allow the surrounding scenery to become part of the interior !  
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!F or Sydney-based, Italian-born architect Renato 
D’Ettorre, designing this incredible contemporary 
concrete structure on idyllic Hamilton Island, at the 
edge of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, was a dream 
job. It provided him with the opportunity to use the 

resource that inspires him the most: water, a fascination that 
began when he was a child growing up in Abruzzo. ‘We would 
go to the countryside and I would always be attracted to rivers, 
creeks and springs,’ remembers Renato. ‘I was transfixed by 
their sound and their movement.’

The house, which benefits from panoramic ocean views, 
has been designed to pay tribute to the spectacular landscape. 
‘Throughout history, water has always been used as an essential 
architectural feature. It’s important because it softens the 
elements around it,’ says the architect, who also went to 
great lengths to build the house around the surrounding rock 
formations. He began the project by photographing every 
rock on the site. It took him four hours in total. ‘I wanted 
the design to fit the space and not the other way round,’ he 
explains. There were other restrictions to work around, too. 
Hamilton Island building regulations state that all houses 
must blend harmoniously with the vegetation, and Renato’s 
client wanted a totally maintenance-free home, which ruled 
out wood as a construction material. So, despite its Brutalist 
connotations, the architect and the homeowner eventually 
agreed on a concrete house, knowing that it would feel in 
sync with the island’s dramatic geography. ‘Concrete can be 
surprisingly soft,’ says Renato, ‘so it doesn’t give you that flat, 
synthetic look. It’s wonderfully uneven and natural-looking,  
and o!ers a lot of texture.’

The finished structure is a series of interconnected living 
spaces designed to cater for the many aspects of life on a 
tropical island. There are places for outdoor entertaining 
and spots for quiet contemplation, areas to lounge on 
sunny days and shady corners to provide respite from the 
heat. Architecturally, the house delivers at every angle, the 
design intertwining seamlessly with outdoor water gardens 
– shimmering swimming pools, tranquil ponds and cascading 
waterfalls – and, of course, the ocean. ‘In my opinion, a house 
should be bi-dimensional: having views towards the sea and 
the courtyard. One should not really know where the front 
or the back is,’ says Renato. Inside, white walls and swathes 
of glass make the most of the views and the stunning natural 
light. The only part of the house that’s hidden from direct 
sunlight is the lower level, where a plunge pool is the perfect 
place to retreat to when the mercury rises. Here, a curtain of 
water creates a grotto-like e!ect, while cool polished floors 
are a treat for hot feet. ‘The house is designed for entertaining 
but also as a place to relax,’ a"rms Renato. ‘It’s a space that 
can reflect whatever mood you happen to be in. Which is 
exactly what a home should be.’

Living area The main living  area has a warm, relaxed vibe thanks to 
laid-back soft furnishings in a palette of orange and aubergine by Paola 
Lenti. The water-repellent pieces are perfect for this poolside spot
Exterior Surrounded by a tranquil water garden, the roof terrace has 
panoramic views over the island and out to sea  
Stockist details on p153 !
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‘THE HOUSE IS DESIGNED FOR ENTERTAINING, 
                 BUT ALSO AS A PLACE TO RELAX’

Living area Exposed to the elements, this breezy, open space is ideal for 
entertaining. White furniture by Gandia Blasco gives it a calm, airy feel
Dining area ‘Hola’ chairs by Hannes Wettstein for Cassina surround a 
custom-designed table by architect Renato D’Ettorre  
Stockist details on p153 !
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WHITE WALLS AND SWATHES OF GLASS MAKE THE MOST OF 
         THE VIEWS AND THE STUNNING NATURAL LIGHT

Bedroom and bathrooms A pale palette and reflective surfaces 
maximise natural light and let the spectacular views take centre stage 
Terrace Just outside the bedroom, a ‘Clip’ chair by Gandia Blasco is  
a relaxing place to contemplate the waves over a morning co!ee   
Stockist details on p153 ED
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