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Azuris, located on Hamilton Island, is a three-
bedroom holiday home cascading down a hillside 
overlooking the Coral Sea. The design responds 
to three key elements of its island location: light, 
air and water. The simplicity of Azuris is a tribute 
to the beauty of its location. The home compris-
es a series of simple spaces carved out of robust 
masonry, generating a sense of both weight and 
lightness, and ensuring longevity and low main-
tenance in the sub-tropical climate. On approach, 
the house is visible as a green roof planted with 
native species, drawing the eye out further to 

the ocean’s horizon beyond. An expansive pool 
is wrapped around the main pavilion, creating a 
dramatic design element, vital to introduce water’s 
cooling and visual delight to the interior. The 
surface of the luxurious pool transfers seamlessly 
into the horizon with its unique ocean panorama, 
with other islands and Australia’s mainland to the 
west. The house spans between two dominant 
painted anthracite-gray side walls for privacy; with 
the living area, main bedroom and swimming pool 
at the top, and the guest rooms and an undercover 
sheltered terrace on the lower story.

AZURIS 
HAMILTON ISLAND, AUSTRALIA

Architect: Renato D’Ettorre Architects
Year of completion: 2011 
No. of rooms: 9 
Gross floor area/site area: 222 m2/2,336 m2

Luxury features: outdoor terrace pool, private beach,
tropical gardens
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 An architectural promenade between 
the land and the sea.

The western façade opens up entirely to the view 
of the ocean, whereas the two side walls and a 
natural stone wall anchor the building into the 
slope. The two gray privacy walls and exposed 
concrete elements blend in with the volcanic rock 
of the island and the native eucalyptus trees. The 
courtyard is a quiet contemplative place with a 
cooling reflection pond with waterlillies. On the 
lower level directly under the swimming pool are 
two guest bedrooms with framed views set within 
deep terraces providing shade from the hot west-
erly sun. Also a generously proportioned open un-
der-cover living area is shaded throughout the day, 
ideal for escaping the heat whilst being closer to 
the natural vegetation and ideal for sunset viewing. 


