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AZURIS, Hamilton Island, Australia
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Principal Architect- - Renato D'Ettorre

Structural Engineering - - Birzulis Associates, Pty Ltd
Contractor - - Coastal Edge Constructions

Character of Space - - Holiday Home

Total Floor Area- - 222 m?

Site Area- 2,336 m?

Principal Materials- - Concrete - Glass - Natural Stone
Principal Structure - - Concrete

Location - -Hamilton Island, QLD, Australia

Photos - - Francesca Giovanelli

Interview - - Rowena Liu

Text- -Renato D'Ettorre

Collator- - Chia Ling Wu
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1. landscaped roof 2. garage 3. living room 4. swimming pool
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Azuris, located on Hamilton Island, is a three bedroom holiday home cascading on a western hillside overlooking the Australian Coral
Sea with a command of its unique tropical surroundings. The design responds to three key elements of its island location: light, air
and water. The simplicity of Azuris is a tribute to the beauty of its location. The home comprises a series of simple spaces carved out
of robust masonry, generating a sense of both weight and lightness, and ensuring longevity and low maintenance in the subtropical
climate. On approach, the house is visible as a green roof planted with native species, drawing the eye out further to the ocean's
horizon beyond. The design, based on taming the elements by cooling, shading and ventilating, is strictly modern — adopting a pavilion
form with floor to ceiling sliding glass doors, expansive wrap around pool and tranquil internal courtyards. Besides the focus on the
view, water plays a special role. Wrapping around the main pavilion is an expansive pool, creating a dramatic design element, vital to
introducing water's cooling and visual delight to the interior. The surface of the luxurious pool transfers seamlessly into the horizon with
its unique ocean panorama, with other islands and Australia's mainland to the west. The house spans between two dominant painted
anthracite-grey side walls for privacy; with the living area, main bedroom and swimming pool at the top, and the guest rooms and an
undercover sheltered terrace on the lower storey. The western facade opens up entirely to the view of the ocean, whereas the two side
walls and a natural stone wall anchor the building into the slope. The entrance courtyard opens directly onto the main living floor, and
a steel barbecue has been integrated in the massive stone wall, creating a casual outdoor cooking zone not far from the kitchen and
dining area. On the lower level directly under the swimming pool are two guest bedrooms with framed views set within deep terraces
providing shade from the hot westerly sun. Also a generously proportioned open under cover living area is shaded throughout the day,
ideal for escaping the heat whilst being closer to the natural vegetation and ideal for sunset viewing.
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1. entrance 2. living room 3. kitchen 4. poolisland 5. lounge area 6. restroom 7. store room 8. master bedroom
9. shower 10. terrace 11. barbecue 12.swimming pool 13. sunsetterrace 14. laundry
15. bedroom 16. ac plantroom 17. landscaped roof 18.garage 19.lane 20. cascading fountain 21. garden
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